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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1 . The After Final amendments filed on l 5-April-2005 and 6-June-2005 has been received 
and entered. Claims 3, 11,21, and 33 have been cancelled. Therefore, claims 1-2, 4-10, 12-20, 
22-32, and 34-39 are now pending 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-10, 12-20, 22-32, and 34-39 are allowed over the prior art made of record. 
Rubenczvk et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0217052 Al) teaches cumulative rank and measure 

in confidence of a decision. 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record f Katz et al. -U.S. Pub. 2002/0174000- and Chandra et al -U.S. 
Patent No. 2002/0138582- and Bennett -U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0208429 Al - and Tolopka -U.S. 
Patent No. 6,064,976- and Lang et al. -U.S. Patent No. 6,694,007 B2-and- Rubenczvk et al. -U.S. 
Pub. No. 2003/0217052 Al) do not disclose, teach, or suggest the claimed limitations of (in 
combination with all other features in the claim) , receiving responses to the query from the 
plurality of decision making entities, wherein each response includes an indicator of support for 
the proposed action; determining the cumulative support from the query responses received; 
automatically communicating g a second query to the plurality of decision making entities if an 
additional support necessary to reach minimum setpoint value is less than a second set point, as 
claimed in Independent claim 1 . 
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Claims 2-4, 5, 7, 9-10, 12, 14, 16-17, and 37-39 are allowable over the prior art made of 
record, because they are dependent from the allowable independent claim 1 . 

The prior art of record ( Katz et al. -U.S. Pub. 2002/0174000- and Chandra et al. -U.S. 
Patent No. 2002/0138582- and Bennett -U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0208429 Al- and Tolopka -U.S. 
Patent No. 6,064,976- and Lang et al. -U.S. Patent No. 6,694,007 B2-and- Rubenczvk et al. -U.S. 
Pub. No. 2003/0217052 Al) do not disclose, teach, or suggest the claimed limitations of (in 
combination with all other features in the claim ), determining the cumulative support from the 
query responses received; automatically implementing the proposed action if the cumulative 
support is greater than the setpoint; imposing arbitration among the plurality of decision-making 
entities if the query responses provide cumulative support less than the minimum setpoint value, 
as claimed in Independent claim 6. 

Claims 8, 13, and 15 are allowable over the prior art made of record, because they are 
dependent from the allowable independent claim 6. 

The prior art of record ( Katz et al -U.S. Pub. 2002/0174000- and Chandra et al. -U.S. 
Patent No. 2002/0138582- and Bennett -U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0208429 Al- and Tolopka -U.S. 
Patent No. 6,064,976- and Lang et al. -U.S. Patent No. 6,694,007 B2-and- Rubenczvk et al. -U.S. 
Pub. No. 2003/0217052 Al) do not disclose, teach, or suggest the claimed limitations of (in 
combination with all other features in the claim ), determining the cumulative support from the 
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query responses received; automatically implementing the proposed action if the cumulative 
support is greater than the setpoint; imposing arbitration among the plurality of decision-making 
entities if the query responses provide cumulative support less than the minimum setpoint value, 
as claimed in Independent claim 18. 

The prior art of record (KatzetaL -U.S. Pub. 2002/0174000- and Chandra et al. -U.S. 
Patent No. 2002/0138582- and Bennett -U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0208429 Al- and Tolopka -U.S. 
Patent No. 6,064,976- and Lang et al. -U.S. Patent No. 6,694,007 B2-and- Rubenczvk et al. -U.S. 
Pub. No. 2003/0217052 Al) do not disclose, teach, or suggest the claimed limitations of (in 
combination with all other features in the claim ), receiving responses to the query from the 
plurality of decision making entities, wherein each response includes an indicator of support for 
the proposed action; determining the cumulative support from the query responses received; 
automatically communicating g a second query to the plurality of decision making entities if an 
additional support necessary to reach minimum setpoint value is less than a second set point, as 
claimed in Independent claim 19. 

Claims 20, 22-23, 25, 30, 32, and 34 are allowable over the prior art made of record, 
because they are dependent from the allowable independent claim 19. 



The prior art of record ( Katz et al. -U.S. Pub. 2002/0174000- and Chandra et al. -U.S. 
Patent No. 2002/0138582- and Bennett -U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0208429 Al- and Tolopka -U.S. 
Patent No. 6,064,976- and Lang et al. -U.S. Patent No. 6,694,007 B2-and- Rubenczvk et al. -U.S. 
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Pub. No. 2003/0217052 Al) do not disclose, teach, or suggest the claimed limitations of (m 
combination with all other features in the claim) , receiving responses to the query from the 
plurality of decision making entities, wherein each response includes an indicator of support for 
the proposed action; determining the cumulative support from the query responses received; 
automatically implementing the decision if the cumulative support is greater than the setpoint; 
impose arbitration among the plurality of decision-making entities if the query responses provide 
cumulative support less than the minimum setpoint value, as claimed in Independent claim 24. 

Claims 26-29, and 3 1 are allowable over the prior art made of record, because they are 
dependent from the allowable independent claim 24. 

The prior art of record (Katzetal -U.S. Pub. 2002/0174000- and Chandra et al -U.S. 
Patent No. 2002/0138582- and Bennett -U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0208429 Al- and Tolopka -U.S. 
Patent No. 6,064,976- and Lang et al. -U.S. Patent No. 6,694,007 B2-and- Rubenczvk et al -U.S. 
Pub. No. 2003/0217052 Al) do not disclose, teach, or suggest the claimed limitations of (in 
combination with all other features in the claim ), communicating a second query based on this 
cumulative response; communicate second responses from the plurality of decision-making 
entities, wherein the second responses comprise revised weighting factors, determine the 
cumulative response to the second query incorporating the revised weighting factors; as claimed 
in Independent claim 35. 



Conclusion 
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4. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Neveen Abel-Jalil whose telephone number is 571-272-4074. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5: 30PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici can be reached on 571-272-4038, The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Neveen Abel-Jalil /O 



June 12, 2005 




